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force sent by Dupleix, the allies now proceeded  to-
gether to Pondicherry in order to  thank  Dupleix in
person.   Dupleix gave them a  magnificent  reception,
and after entertaining them for several days, urged upon
them to at once march and obtain possession of Tri-
chinopoly.   This Muzaffer  Jung promised to  do, but
unfortunately delayed on his way in order to get pay-
ment of a large sum of money from the Rajah of Tanjore.
The French had now openly espoused the cause of
rebellion against the hitherto recognized authority of
the Nizam in the Carnatic.   It was probably this reason
more than any other that induced the English to offer
their services in support of the other side, that of law
and order.    Anwar-ud-Din was dead, but his  second
son, Mahomed All, escaped from the defeat at Amboor
and took refuge in the fort of Trichinopoly.    Here he
collected a small army and was shortly joined by 150
English troops sent by the Governor of Madras.    Every-
thing depended upon crushing this "small force as soon
as possible before the Nizam could have time to march
from the Deccan and vindicate his outraged authority.
If instead of delaying at Tanjore Muzaffer Jung,  as
arranged with Dupleix, had at once marched to Tri-
chinopoly, there is little doubt  that he would have
easily obtained possession of this important fort, and
have thus rendered the task of the Nizam considerably
more difficult.   But an opportunity once lost seldom
occurs again.

In the meantime the Nizam Nasir Jung had collected
a large army, but delayed to march against Muzaffer Jung
because he was afraid that in his absence his brother,
Ghazi-ud-Din, would attempt some intrigue at the
Emperor's court. In fact, he had resolved to go to
-Delhi himself when he received the news of the battle